
Homebuyer and Land Developer 
Perceptions of 

Active Neighbourhoods

12 land developers and 12 homebuyers from Edmonton, 
Calgary and Lethbridge (Alberta, Canada) participated in 

semi-structured telephone-interviews. 

Ease of Movement

Contextual differences

Connections

• Important for transportation and 

recreation

• Dependent on individual or 

community need

• With amenities and other community 

members
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A recent study* explored perspectives about 
walkability, healthy, bikeability, vibrancy and 
livability among homebuyers and residential 

land developers. 

Land developers and homebuyers shared common perspectives 
about the features associated with neighbourhood walkability, 

bike-ability, livability, vibrancy, and health:
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Public health and urban planning professionals 
recognize that the built environment is important for 
supporting health and well-being.       However, there is 
little evidence about whether homebuyers and land 
developers share similar perspectives about the features 
that contribute to a health-supportive neighbourhood.

1, 2

Walkable and bikable neighbourhoods are not necessarily 
vibrant or livable, but for a neighbourhood to support 

optimal health, it appears that the qualities of walkability, 
bike-ability, livability, and vibrancy must be present. 

Descriptions of walkability, bike-ability, vibrancy, liveability and 
healthy were understood to have a hierarchal relationship. 

Supportive infrastructure

Differing preferences

• The ability to bike safely

• Controversy surrounding bike 

infrastructure

• Different meanings to different 

people 

Bike-ability

Matches peoples' values

Supportive built features

• Neighbourhood look and feel aligns 

personal values

• Similar values may not be shared by 

everyone

• Green spaces, gathering areas and 

four-season programmable areas

• Paths and trails

Vibrancy

Livability

All encompassing

Safe & Friendly 

• Related to neighbourhood features

• Challenging to de�ne

Opportunity for activity

Diversity

• Access to recreational spaces and 

community associations

• Availability of programming

• Of local amenities and facilities

• Of housing types within the 

neighbourhood

Healthy


